2 I 2            ESOTERIC   CHRISTIANITY.

Man had to learn by the constant
breaking up of forms, and the pain
involved in the breaking, that he must not
identify himself with the wasting and
changing forms, but with the growing-
persistent life, and he was taught his
lesson not only by external nature, but by
the deliberate lessons of the Teachers who
gave him religions.

We can trace in the religions of the
world four great stages of instruction in
the Law of Sacrifice. First, man was
taught to sacrifice part of his material
possession in order to gain increased
material prosperity, and sacrifices were
made in charity to men and in offerings to
Deities, as we may read in the scriptures
of the Hindus, the Zoroastrians, the
Hebrews, indeed all the world over. The
man gave up something he valued to
insure future prosperity to himself, his
family, his community, his nation. He
sacrificed in the present to gain in the
future. Secondly, came a lesson a little
harder to learn; instead of physical
prosperity and worldly good, the fruit to
be gained by sacrifice was celestial bliss.